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Letter from the Editor ……… . Michele Czaja  
 
   Springtime brings out the dog in our greyhounds.  I n my case, it brings out 
the “deer” in my greyhounds.  My dogs “graze” for h ours on end on the 
spring grasses.  Out in the country, spring wild gr asses encroach on 
landscaping, a delight for wild animals and grazing  greyhounds, a hassle for 
yard maintenance.  Greyhounds, being fastidious cre atures, will groom 
after some time in the yard.  As much as I am tempt ed to use products that 
kill weeds, I don’t want to use dangerous products that could remain on my 
greyhounds’ paws.  A friend recently told me that a  solution of 50% white 
vinegar and 50% water will work just as well and vi negar isn’t toxic to 
animals.  I tried it and it works, not as quickly a s the chemical products, but 
it works.  After I’ve rid my garden of weeds, I’m a nxious to plant vegetables 
and flowers.  Many flowers and plants can be tasty for our greyhounds, so 
I’m careful about selecting pet-friendly fertilizer s.  Since products change, I 
ask the garden center staff about animal-safe ferti lizers.  The animal-safe 
products are usually a little more expensive, but t hey are definitely less 
costly than a trip to the emergency animal hospital . 
 
   The beautiful weather invites walks and hikes wi th my greyhounds.  In the 
country, I’m careful about foxtails and ticks.  Fox tails can get into a 
greyhound’s nose, ears, and paws.  They imbed and u sually require 
veterinary intervention for removal.  If there are deer in the area, long 
grasses can hide ticks.  I always give my greyhound s a full check for ticks 
and foxtails after a walk in the long grass. 
 
   My greyhounds appreciate the warm weather as an opportunity for 
serious sunbathing.  They can quickly overheat lyin g on the concrete patio, 
so I watch their time outside.  I bring them in for  water breaks and cool 
down.  To help my hounds cool down, I put cold wet cloths on their chests, 
tummies, and necks, and spray the pads of their paw s.  When it’s really hot, 
greyhounds appreciate a cool-down in a wading pool.   A child’s blow-up 
wading pool is perfect for greyhounds:  A quick dip  and they’re ready for 
more sunning.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE GFFL REUNION 

This year’s Greyhound Friends for Life Reunion will  be held on August 25 th at the Miller/Knox Regional Shoreline 
Park, just off I-580 in Point Richmond . This park has beautifully landscaped shoreline pi cnic areas, a secluded cove 
with swimming beach, and a hilltop with excellent p anoramic views of the north Bay Area.  Picnic facil ities are on 
a tree-shaded lawn surrounding a saltwater lagoon. A mile-long jogging and bicycling trail loops aroun d the 
lagoon.  A hike to the top of the nearby grassy hil ls is rewarded by spectacular views in all directio ns. Mount 
Tamalpais, the San Francisco skyline, Brooks Island , and East Bay hills are all visible on clear days.   We have 
reserved Big Meadow, the first picnic area as you a pproach the park.  More details about the reunion a nd a map 
to the park will be provided in the July newsletter . 

Next Newsletter: July  
 
Please e-mail story or 
pictures submissions to 
Michele Czaja, 
mbczaja@comcast.net , 
by May 28 th 
 

mailto:mbczaja@comcast.net
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Hi, I’m Layla Walker, a four year old, former racin g greyhound. I am primarily white but have brindle patches at my 
ears and light ticking. Weighing in at 63 pounds, I  raced 112 times. But that now has all changed. Thi s is my story. 
 
Dear Diary,            2/2/2007 
     I don’t remember ever having so many sunrises between races…  
 
Dear Diary,            3/1/2007 
     I've got a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore ! 
 
Dear Diary,            3/16/2007 
     I was loaded on a hauler with a bunch of peers  from Oklahoma. It is noisy and cramped. I have bee n on the 
road a very long time. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/17/2007 
     What a day! I was taken off the hauler along w ith two of my newfound friends and moved into a ver y 
comfortable van full of dog beds and likeable peopl e. On this leg of the trip, it was quiet. And I had  room to 
stretch out. It didn’t take long for me to arrive a t my next stop.  What a stop it is, with so much sp ace to run around 
on green grass and in any direction I please! There  is an interesting landscape beyond the fence of tr ees, vehicles, 
buildings, and other animals. I befriended a few gi rls today, too – Ashley, Kay & Naomi – who are foreig ners from 
Mexico! We had a fabulous time running together in the yard. We are sharing a building with some boys.  Tips was 
found lost on the streets in a nearby city. Bruno i s from Arizona. Sherman checked in from Mexico. And  Cooper and 
Brandon, of course, arrived here with me. I have my  own room with a spacious crate where I can go when  I feel 
insecure, to have some privacy or for a nap. It has  a cushy pad to rest on. Sometimes I pull the bed o ut and spread 
it out on the floor for lounging. When I spill my w ater on it, a nice person gives me a new bed and cl ean water 
along with some petting on their way in and out. Th ough I am beginning to trust these people, I felt a  little wary 
when they lifted each of my feet, clipped my nails,  and seemed to look at every inch of me, even in my  ears and 
mouth. After our midday social hour in the yard, As hley left. She seemed pretty happy to go but I don’ t know why 
she would be. All of us remaining residents were fe d a delicious dinner and got a treat when settling down in our 
crates for the night. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/18/2007 
   Upon first awakening, I thought the day before h ad been a dream. But thank goodness, it was most ce rtainly 
not! After an early morning romp, I had some breakf ast and a drink of cool, fresh water. After awhile,  I spent an 
enjoyable amount of time outside playing with Naomi  and Kay. Ready for a nap, I was happy to go back t o my 
room. Even better is the fact that every time I go in and out, I get a lot of petting and greetings fr om the people 
opening the doors for me. I think I can trust these  people. Kay checked out during my nap. Once rejuve nated, I 
was happy to go back outside for some more frolicki ng in the sunshine. Then, a pleasant lady gave me a  bath. 
That towel rub felt great! After my spa treatment, I felt another nap coming on. Just as I was getting  hungry, I had 
a quick run outside, and came in for dinner. It is a different agreeable person serving me tonight. On ce my meal 
had settled, I took a sunset stroll in the yard wit h Naomi. We get dessert every night, a treat at bed time, before 
becoming safe and secure in our crates. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/19/2007 
     Today was interesting. Meals, naps, time outsi de, cuddling, praises and such were right on schedu le. But, my 
afternoon snooze was interrupted by a visit to the office. The kind people put a leash and muzzle on m e, then 
showed me a small, white, fluffy, four-legged anima l with a long tail. At first, it just laid on its p illow. Then it paraded 
around in front of me. I felt silly in all of my ar mor. It seemed harmless. I gave it a sniff, but did n’t have much time 
because the charming people called to me. After som e petting, I went over for another sniff. Then, tha t creature 
hit me! I high-tailed it back to the gentle people who soothed me with much flattery and hugs. I decid ed I didn’t 
really need to know what that thing smelled like. T he ordeal over, I was let back into my room with a thorough 
massage and congratulations.  Later, I learned that  the animal was a cat and that I had passed the tes t. 
 
 

Layla’s Diary ………………… ……. By Layla Walker and Shana Laursen  
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Layla’s Diary…………………………………………………. Continued  

Dear Diary,            3/20/2007 
     Tips left this morning. He seemed quite excite d about it. But then, Tips is excited about everything. I wonder 
where he went but am not curious enough to really l ook into it. I have my soft bed, clean water, good food, 
cuddling, affirmations, fresh air, and exercise. Wh at else is there? Today I learned that the nice people that open 
doors for me, prepare my meals, pet me and tell me how well behaved and beautiful I am are called 
‘volunteers’. So far, I have met about six of these  delightful people. I wonder how many more there ar e. One put 
a leash on me and took me ou t into the forest beyond the fence. There were even  more animals around to 
investigate than I had previously  thought. My volunteer liked it when I waited for h er and walked at her slow 
pace. She petted me and said soothing things when t he newness got overw helming to me. I know I can trust 
volunteers. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/21/2007 
   I can’t believe it! My volunteer forgot to feed me breakfast. She took me to a place I cannot remember. I think I 
slept the whole time I was there.  when I got back to my room, my belly hurt. She fed me only a little  ,,dinner,  but I 
wasn’t very hungry. After she gave me a treat, my t ummy  felt better. My volunteer seemed to come to her se nses 
and took me for a short, slow walk instead of my ni ghtly sunset tour. Even after slee ping all day, I still feel 
exhausted. Good night. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/22/2007 
   It was a little chilly and wet today, but I foun d that the floor in my room was warm. I am not sure  about  what 
exactly happened yesterday. Though my tummy is stil l a lit tle sore, my teeth feel fabulous, smooth and clean.  My 
volunteer is back to her normal, trustworthy self. My daily routine is much the same as it was,  aside from being 
walked on a leash instead of romps in the yard for exercise. Given the dull ache in my s tomach, this is fine with 
me. Plus I like seeing the sights outside of the fe nce and getting all the one-on- one attention. One of the 
volunteers taking me for a walk today was extremely  short in height. It was different to not have to l ift my head so 
high to look into his eyes. His voice is quite high  pitched and his caresses somewhat tentative. I lik e him. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/23/2007 
   Naomi went home. The volunteer got on my nerves a li ttle today when she stuck a brush in my mouth and 
scratched all of my teeth and gums. Given that I ha d no itch, this seemed silly. Later on, she called me the  
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Layla’s Diary…………………………………………………. Continued  

‘office dog’ and let me hang out on a bed in the volunteer room. It was comforting to lie at her feet while sh e 
did paperwork, sniff around the place while she too k care of washing beds, and just be  with her. My trust in the 
volunteers is fully reinstated. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/24/2007 
   My volunteers got me up early today. They seemed  to be extra energetic and full of anticipation. I still got my 
pets and good wishes, of course. After breakfast, t he surprise arrived. So many new friends! They had come all  
the way from Colorado. About 30 dogs went for a run  in my yard, but only 12 were checked into rooms. I  heard 
the others were heading further north. I wondered w here everyone was going to sleep, then saw that Coo per 
and Brandon had left. A very handsome Co lorado boy, Chase, was settled into the room next t o mine. Then the 
surprises continued when, instead of going out for my exercise with girls, I had my first date with Ch ase. He is very 
amiable. 
 
Dear Diary,            3/25/2007 
   Now, I know where that secret place the dogs wen t, one and two at a time. A very nice lady came to p lay 
with Chase and me in the yard today. The volunteer told her all about how to care for us, including al l the 
petting and compliments required. She described how  to keep us safe and healthy,  demonstrating some of the 
finer points like teeth brushing, nail clipping,  and leash adjustments. The volunteers stressed tha t Chase and I 
needed to be in a fenced yard or on a leash wheneve r we were outside. Even our funny quirk of needing to  be 
woken up by her voice, not her touch, was explained . Then we were loaded into the lady’s car. I was so mewhat 
apprehensive until we arrived at our final destinat ion. We are Home.  
 
    I would like to write to Bruno, Sherman and Tip s and all my new frie nds from Colorado. I want to tell them that 
they can put aside any concerns for friends that ch eck out of their rooms.  I would like to let them know that, 
when people come to visit them and put them in thei r cars, it is a good thing. Our building and yard  in the forest 
is quite wonderful, but Home is the best. 
  

Meet Jes Murphy ………..…………………………..…… Jes Murphy  

I am one of those lucky people who actually don’t m ind going to wo rk.  I have the rare opportunity of helping 
animals. There are several gratifying aspects of he lping in a rescue facility, especially one with gre yhounds.  I am 
at the foster facility for several hours a day. Dur ing this time, there are many different thin gs to do:  Walking the 
dogs, petting, grooming, bathing, and feeding are a ll options on a daily basis. I get to see the faste st dog on 
earth stretch their legs and chase each other round  the yards at Laursen Ranch everyday.  It is the re warding 
feeling whe n a dog gets placed in their new home. The many dog s that have come through this shelter are 
some of the lucky ones that aren’t euthanized each year.  There is constant change as dogs come and go.  
There are often new faces in the kennel to see.  Th e abili ty to take part in the rewarding process of saving the 
lives of these awesome animals makes for a great wo rkplace. 
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 You and your friends are invited to a unique fundraiser to benefit GFFL 
 

Well-collared greyhounds on the runway with women modeling fashionable attire 
 

Tickets $100 Donation** 
 
Treat yourself to a catered buffet lunch, accompani ed by wine provided by a local winery,
and other refreshments. Take in the spring air at th is secluded ranch in the heritage oak 
woodlands of the Sierra foothills. Try your luck in a raffle for various, fabulous, donated prizes.  
Purchase fancy handmade collar-and- leash sets for your pooch or other products provided 
by GFFL. Share greyhound stories. Tour the Auburn F oster Facility and meet the current foster 
dogs. And, of course, enjoy the show! 
 
Want to do more?  Sponsorships and raffle prize donations are welcome ! 
 
For more information, to donate raffle prizes, for s ponsorship benefit details, or to R.S.V.P., 
please call Shana at 530-269-1231 or email foothillfosters@yahoo.com . 
 
*A small number of queen guest suites are available  for those traveling long distances. Attendance of pets will be 
determined on a case by case basis. 
**A tax receipt will be available at the event whic h reflects the amount of your donation which wil l be the ticket 
price minus the benefits you receive (the cost to G FFL per person for the event after event sponsorshi ps are 
established.) 
 

 

A Dogs – On – Leash  
Fashion Show 

 
Saturday, May 25 th 

 
1:00 – 4:00pm 

 
Greyhound  

Friends for Life 
Foster Facility 

Auburn, California 
A temporary home  

to over 150 greyhounds  
since June 2005 

 

mailto:foothillfosters@yahoo.com
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      GFFL obtains the majority of our dogs from a won derful veterinarian in Colorado.  We are very fortu nate because 
Dr. Weir has her own  facility where she can perform the spay/neuter, te eth cleaning, all vaccinations, and 
heartworm testing. This keeps the costs down, altho ugh she, too, is dependent on donations for the con tinued 
operation of her facility.  For these Colorado dogs , the costs, including transportation and tick- titer testing, are just 
covered by our $275.00 adoption fee.   
 
However, when GFFL responds to a crisis in Arizona,  Oklahoma, or Mexico, the dogs come to us unvetted.   For these 
dogs, our adoption fee almost covers the cost for m ales, but GFFL has to absorb approximately $100 per  female. 
 
We have interviewed many veterinary clinics in and around the Auburn area, and the best prices we have  obtained, 
which include a rescue discount, are approximately $200 for males and $3 10 for females.  This price only includes 
spay/neuter, teeth cleaning, and rabies vaccination .  To save money, we purchase the 5-in- 1 vaccine (distemper, 
parvo, hepatitis, adenovirus, and parainfluenza), a nd administer it at the Auburn facility.  The tick- titer and 
heartworm tests, with the rescue discount, cost $78 .00 per dog.   
 
Regardless of the source of the dogs, we also have the following costs once the dogs reach us: 
 

·  Heartworm Medication - ~$6.00 per dog per month 
·  Frontline or Advantage - ~$9.15 per application 
·  Food - $25.00 per 44-pound bag 
·  Worming Medications- ~$10.00 per worming event 
·  Water, Electricity, Cleaning Supplies 
·  Medications, such as antibiotics, anti-diarrheals, etc. 

 
In almost every group of dogs we bring in, there is  at least one who r equires special care in terms of medical 
treatment or has a behavioral issue, usually shynes s, which requires a special kind of adopter.  These  dogs may stay 
at the foster facility for a considerable period of  time, which costs GFFL more in terms of money and resources.  For 
example, 2 of the females who arrived in mid- April went into season before they could be spayed,  which means that 
they will be at the foster facility for at least 4 weeks before they can be spayed and adopted. 
 
Outside-of-Normal Costs: 
 
In greyhound rescue and adoption, there are additio nal veterinary costs that occasionally arise.  Here  are some 
recent examples: 
 

·  A Tucson dog had a badly healed hock fracture that required surgery to relieve pain and enable normal use of 
the back leg.  T his surgery, which included a wonderful discount th anks to veterinary surgeon and fellow 
greyhound adopter Sharon Gottfried, cost ~$3000.   

The Costs of Greyhound Rescue: 
Why We are Dependent on Your Donations 

 

 

 

·  We recently brought in a 9- year old, 
unneutered greyhound from a shelter in 
Redding.  This sweet boy was malnourished, had 
diarrhea, and had terrible teeth.  After being 
treated for the diarrhea and gainin g some 
weight, he had his bloodwork and dental and 
had 23 teeth extracted!  His vet bill will probably  
exceed $1000.00, including his neuter. 

 
This is what rescue is all about, and we couldn’t d o it 
without your generous support!  Thank you  
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Emergency, Lost & Found 1-800-GHOUNDS (1-800-446-86 37) 

Change of Address/Phone Number mbczaja@comcast.net   

 or 831-659-9225 

Adoptions – Barbara Judson 510-525-3844 

Alameda – Ginny Pock 510-526-2691 

Contra Costa – Barbara Judson 510-525-3844 

Marin – Betsy McGee 415-927-4166 

Peninsula – Bonnie Amiot 650-359-6262 

South Bay – Patti Simmons 650-948-4881 

Santa Cruz/Monterey – Michele Czaja 831-659-9225 

Sacramento/Auburn – Shana Laursen 530-269-1231 

Napa/Solano – Deb Chadbourne 707-447-6781 

Sonoma – Lisa Pinto 707-792-9288 

Northern California – Nora Star 707-277-9167 

 

GFFL Contacts 

Update Your Contact Info  
 
This year, a lost greyhound had a hard time going 
home because GFFL didn’t have updated contact 
information.   If you have a change in address, 
phone numbers (including cell phone numbers), or 
e-mail addresses, PLEASE: 
·  E-mail Michele at mbczaja@comcast.net  
·  Call your local contact, see the list above 
·  Visit GFFL’s website,  

www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org , and complete a 
Reconnects Questionnaire 

 
Thank you! 

 

GFFL Events 
 
Please check the GFFL Website, 
www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org,  
for a current list of Meet ‘n Greets 
and other GFFL Events.  

Congratulations  
New Adopters 

 

Bonnie Amiot 
Gayle Barone & Lyle Herman 
Julie Caulfield & Kevin Wandryk 
Kimbery Cianciolo & David Nagle 
Dianne and Roger Derin 
Maureen Dermott 
Sean & Sue Digman 
Susan Eggleston 
Patti & Gary Field 
Sherry & Doug Fischer 
Monika Gervais 
Donne Gina 
Lisa Grayson & Daniel Gonzales 
Patricia Greco  
Alexandra Hernandez & B. Sheoran 
Velma & Bruce Hoffman 
Rebecca Jensen 
Cheri Kannarr & James Cubbage 
Deborah Kramer 
Ryan & Julia Lacerda 
Larry & Lori Leepin 
David LeRoy & Alison Howlett 
Katie McCulloch & Mike Simpson 
Katy McNeill & Claude Meyer 
Phil & Kim Morris 
Rey & Leslie Nevares 
Linda & Chuck Nielsen 
Greg & Maryanne Novak 
Theresa Oakley & Verley O’Neal 
Lisa & Mark Pinto 
Lori & Matthew Ross 
Laura Schweikert & Derek Railtou 
Donna Scornavacca 
Sharyl Seim   
Lee Simpson 
Matt & Eileen Stephens 
Kay & Bud Stevens 
Mike & Lisa Sullivan 
Kathleen Villa 
Joe Wallach 
Lara Windett 
Christina Zanette & Brian Steach 
 

Tessa 
X’s Retro 
Stiller 
Missy 
Cotton 
Izzy 
Henry 
Pat C Briny 
Jessie & Sam 
Micah&Brandon 
Alfonso 
Pa’s Kellogg 
Lady Whistler 
Brody 
Bigg Rich D 
Del 
Fig’s Gossip 
Rushy 
Kasey 
Maria 
Baby’s Gone 
P’s Blast 
RewardFlossie 
Mudge 
Sam 
CajunGuardian 
Molly & Nereid 
Barney 
Jacob 
Young 
Pogo 
Anthony 
Sugar 
Trij Fire Water 
G’s Dizzy 
Lucky 
Justi 
Bright 
Glo’s Hamlet 
Radar 
Misty 
Dodger 

  

  

mailto:mbczaja@comcast.net
mailto:mbczaja@comcast.net
http://www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org/
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GFFL 
154 Ford Road 
Carmel Valley, CA  93924 

Greyhounds on the Website  

Have you been thinking about adding a greyhound to 
your family?  If so, check the Adopt  page on GFFL’s
wesite,   www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org ,, to view dogs 
available for adoption …  dogs like Kristy, pictured on 
the right.   New dogs arrive at the Auburn foster f acility 
every month.     
 
When you decide to adopt another greyhound, please 
contact Barbara Judson, GFFL’s adoption coordinato r.  
If it’s been awhile since your last adoption, it’s helpful to 
Barbara if you complete an adoption application on-
line.  The application allows us to update informat ion 
on the adoption database and reminds us of your 
home, family, and pet information so  that we can find 
the right greyhound to join your family.   
 

http://www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org/

