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Have you moved, 

changed your home, cell, 
or work phone number, or 

changed your email 
address? 

 
Please keep your 

greyhound’s adoption 
record and contact 

information up to date.   
 

Send your address, 
phone number, and 

email address changes to 
mbczaja@comcast.net, 

or call 831-659-9225.   
 

Thank You! 
 

 

 

GFFL Reunion 
 

Marked your calendars for the 2016 GFFL Reunion! 
 

Sunday, October 2nd 
11am – 3pm 

Miller-Knox Regional Park in Point Richmond 
 

Stay tuned for more information in August. 

Tucson Track Closing 
 
Many of you have seen the news that Governor Doug Ducey has 
signed a bill to ban dog racing in the state of Arizona.  As a result, 
Tucson Greyhound Park will be closing at the end of June.  GFFL is 
working with people at the track and with other west coast rescue 
groups who are trying to ensure that all greyhounds not moving to 
other tracks get into greyhound adoption groups.  We brought in 11 
dogs in May, and we will be bringing in an additional 11 by the end 
of June.  In addition, record numbers of greyhounds are coming off 
the Caliente track and we recently took in 6 from this track.  Needless 
to say, we need your help: 
 

• If you can foster, please contact Barbara Judson at 
bajudson@gmail.com.  The best way for GFFL to maximize our 
capacity is through foster homes.  Our bottleneck is the 2-
week period following spay and neuter because of limited 
space for recovery.  So fostering for this short period is really 
helpful.  We also need foster homes for dogs who have been 
returned, or have issues that will be helped by being in a 
home environment.   

• Get the word out by participating in your local Meet and 
Greets.  We can introduce our wonderful “demo dogs” to the 
public to increase adoptions.   

• Donate!  Our spay and neuter bills will be higher than usual 
and as you all know, the adoption fee doesn’t cover the cost 
for transport, spay or neuter, dental, vaccinations, and 
medications.  You can go the GFFL website, 
www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org, and click on the “DONATE” 
button on the front page. 

 
In advance, thank you for your support! 
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  Greyhound Do’s and Don’ts 
 

• DO! Carry a bottle of water if you’re walking your dog on a warm day.  You might want to work with 
your dog on getting a sip right from a water bottle.  

• DON’T!  Put your greyhound in danger of heat exhaustion by walking in the heat of the day.  Learn 
the symptoms and what to do at 
www.petmd.com/dog/conditions/cardiovascular/c_dg_heat_stroke 

• DO!  Walk in the cool of the morning or evening. 
• DON’T!  Ever let your greyhound Off Leash except in a securely fenced area.  Your greyhound is a 

sighthound and will follow a plastic bag blowing in the wind.  
• DO!  Think about getting a good leather leash.  It’s kinder on your hands and it will literally last you 

20 or more years.    
• DON’T!  Ever use flexi-leads.  You have no control over your greyhound.  If not in the locked position, 

your greyhound could run to the end of the lead FAST and injure his neck, leading to paralysis or 
death.  If you accidently drop the leash, the added noise of the flexi-lead being dragged by your 
escaping greyhound will FREAK HER OUT, making it even more difficult to catch your dog. 

• DO!  Brush your greyhound several times a week, especially in the warm weather.  It helps the coat 
stay clean, minimizer fur bunnies on your hardwood floors, and your dog will love the attention of 
what he perceives as petting.  It’s also good to wash the gunk off their muzzles - they’re prettier and 
it’s easier to maintain a few times a week than waiting until it gets “thick”. 

• DON’T!  Ever let your greyhound convince you that it’s okay to be naked at home - - - that is, don’t 
take off that day collar, where hangs your greyhound’s GFFL tag, identification tag, microchip tag, 
and license.  All the tags will help you and your dog reunite should your greyhound get loose. 

• DO!  Love your greyhound with all your heart. 
  

 

Human Race – GFFL Rocks! 
 
Thanks to participating greyhounds, their adopters, and their sponsors.  GFFL raised over $10,700 
for the greyhounds - our best year ever! 
 
These donations are especially needed now because of the number of dogs we currently have 
and those we are bringing in this month.   
 
Thank you all and greyt job! 

From Michele: 
 
My apologies for the long delay in publishing a newsletter.  I have had an unbelievable year at work.  
It takes some energy to generate a newsletter, and I have had little or no extra energy left after work.  
I also feel after doing this for almost 20 years, I’ve run out of ideas!  GFFL’s board of director team has 
been encouraging, so I keep going.  BUT, I would love some stories from YOU!  If you’re worried you’re 
not a greyt writer, no worries.  I can help with that.  Send your ideas to me at mbczaja@comcast.net.   
 
Thank you! 
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  Greyt Information Buddies 

 
This is a reminder to adopters, old-timers and new, that there is an invaluable greyhound health resource 
available.  Dr. Suzanne Stack’s website, http://www.greythealth.com/, can provide useful information 
about unique greyhound physiology and some of the medical issues that afflict this breed. 
 
Dr. Suzanne Stack is a veterinarian with a long history of treating greyhounds.  Dr. Stack graduated from 
Ohio State University in 1985.   She practices veterinarian medicine in Yuma, Arizona.  She and her 
husband, Don, have been involved with greyhounds for years - fostering and transporting hounds from the 
Tucson track. 

 
Dr. Stack’s website offers you and your family veterinarian information about: 
 

• Finding a veterinarian familiar with greyhounds.  To me, this is the most valuable advice Dr. Stack 
mentions on her site.  If your family veterinarian is new to treating greyhounds, she recommends that 
your vet contact a greyhound knowledgeable vet for the nuances of successfully treating 
greyhounds.  If they aren’t open to doing this, find a new vet. 

• Unique anesthesia needs of greyhounds.  If you’ve had a greyhound for a few years or more, Dr. 
Stack posts up-to-date information about new anesthesia protocols.  She has some new 
suggestions.   

• The significant differences in greyhound lab work and that of other breeds of dogs.  It’s really 
important to familiarize yourself with this section.  Normal for greyhounds is not normal for most other 
breeds of dogs.  Misinterpreting greyhound lab results could result in more expensive tests, 
unnecessary medications, and most importantly, missed diagnosis of the real problem. 

• The “Greyhound Myths” is a good summary of things to know. 
 
Please don’t use this site or the myriad of other canine health sites to diagnose your dog’s symptoms.  If 
you have any doubt about whether you should take your dog to the vet, err on the side of caution and 
schedule a visit.   
  
************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Grey2K is a greyt site that provides the current state of greyhound racing in the USA and internationally.  
Check out http://www.grey2kusa.org for the news of the day.   
 
Grey2K was formed in 2001 with the mission of ending greyhound racing in the USA.  In 2013, Grey2K 
expanded its mission to internationally improve greyhound protection around the globe.  Sadly, dogs are 
being exported to abhorrent racing conditions.  It’s all about money, gambling, profit and never about the 
care and condition of the dog. 
 
************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
GFFL’s website, www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org, is our local resource for potential and present greyhound 
adopters.  Important announcements, events, and dog stories are on our site, so mark it as a favorite.  
Additionally, GFFL has a large presence on Facebook.  Our Facebook page is a closed group, so if you 
haven’t joined, do it today! 
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  TRAINING TIPS FROM GEORGE:  Sit! 
 

George loves to show off his sit at GFFL Meet and Greets.   Among the participants at the Carmel GFFL 
Meet and Greets, there are other greyhounds that also sit.  It doesn’t amaze people that stop by our table 
--- don’t all dogs sit? --- But it does amaze most adopters. 
 
It’s not that greyhounds can’t sit, it’s just uncomfortable for them so they don’t sit naturally.  Most 
greyhounds stand and or lie down.  Greyhound anatomy does not provide that nice rear end and have to 
sit on their boney haunches, so it’s a difficult behavior to teach.  Some Greyhounds have never sat before 
going to obedience school and literally don’t understand what you want them to do when you say “Sit”.  
So how do you teach a greyhound to sit? 
 

• You can use the traditional methods successfully.  On leash, pull up on the leash and push the rear 
end down.  Or use treat, with a treat pulling the nose up while you push down on their butt. 

• Position your greyhound in a corner, rear end in the corner facing out.  Pull up on the leash or use a 
treat to get their nose up, walk them into the corner, and push the rear end down. 

• It helps to have a nice soft rug or travel dog bed under their butts! 
 
If you are interested in participating in pet-assisted therapy, you will probably be required to obtain a 
Good Canine Citizen certificate - - - which requires a sit-stay.  Some organizations that have had 
experience with greyhounds understand that sitting isn’t comfortable and may support a test that includes 
everything but sitting.  However, don’t give up and keep working on a greyhound sit! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George shows off his sit.   
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 Companion Dogs 

 
Some of our adopters ask if greyhounds make good therapy dogs.  Yes, some greyhounds can be 
wonderful therapy dogs, but like all breeds used as therapy dogs, not all greyhounds have the right 
personality or desire.  We have several adopter/greyhound therapy teams that have worked in Alzheimer 
Units, Nursing Homes, Hospitals, and other therapy opportunities.  If you’re thinking that you would like to 
do pet-assisted therapy with your greyhound, try your greyhound out at a meet and greet.  You can see if 
you greyhound enjoys “working” the crowd and is comfortable with strangers and new surroundings.   
 
Recently, I’ve read about several new pet-assisted therapy opportunities in the general category of 
companion dog. 
  
The Monterey Herald newspaper published an article on December 14, 2015 about the use of companion 
dogs in the Martinez court system.  The dog described in the article is a professional working dog, whose 
duty is to sit and comfort witnesses, particularly children.  The Monterey County Superior Court recently 
introduced comfort dogs as a way to de-stress court workers and juries.   
 
In preparing this article, I came across a post in the Huffington Post about companion dogs used in 
airports.  Mineta Airport in San Jose was the pioneer airport for this program.  Dogs and their handlers are 
strategically located to help de-stress passengers going through TSA checkpoints, at gates where there are 
flight delays, and with the general stress of traveling today.  Dogs are stationary, they wear a vest with the 
invitation to “Pet ME’, and passengers can go up to the dog or not.  Volunteers report that not only do 
they see passengers relaxing when petting the dogs, but they see passengers smile as they’re rushing by. 
 
Most of us have read about reading dogs – pet therapists that sit with children who have reading 
difficulties and non-judgmentally encourage the children to read aloud – and offer post-traumatic stress 
reduction after events like the Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre.  Another Huffington Post article 
talked about comfort dogs used to help disabled students and other students who had experienced 
bullying.  They found student self-esteem rose significantly in the presence of the dog.   
 
Personally, I’m lobbying for my workplace to allow comfort dogs at work.  Perhaps the simple act of 
introducing “bring your dog to work” days would help all of us in those high-stress days.  We all know the 
power of our pets’ unconditional love and devotion.  A fur-fix on those high-stress days is bound to set the 
world right again! 
 
Most pet-assisted therapy opportunities require a Good Canine Citizen Certificate.  Some of our local 
SPCA’s can test and certify dogs as Good Canine Citizens.  Check the internet for a certifier in your 
location.  Most require animals to perform a sit and/or down stay, walking well on leash through an 
obstacle course, meet dogs without reacting, and other tests that ensure that the dog will behave well in 
public.   
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2018 GFFL Calendar           DUE July 15th 
 
Pull out your greyt greyhound pictures and submit them for the 2017 GFFL calendar!  We will need 14 high 
resolution photos for each month and for the front and back covers.  These must have a “landscape” 
orientation or be able to be cropped to this orientation.  We also need lots of photos for the “thumbprints” 
used in the blank days for each page.  We will try to include at least one photo of every greyhound 
submitted for the 2017 calendar.  Additionally, if you wish to provide a photo of a greyhound who has 
crossed the rainbow bridge, we will remember those beloved greyhounds. 
 
We prefer digital photos.  Please send photos to Barbara Judson at bajudson@gmail.com by JULY 15. 
 

• Photos should be of dogs only.  We do not use photos that include people.   
 

• Digital photos should be taken at a high resolution on your digital camera, especially to be 
considered for a full page image.  These high resolution images produce large files.  You can 
expect a high resolution image to be at least 1 MB and probably larger.   

 
• Digital submissions must be submitted by email.  You may have to send multiple emails if you have 

several photos to submit, depending on your provider’s attachment size limit. 
 

• Make sure that also provide your Name, Email, the Names of all Greyhounds in the photo, Birthdates 
of the greyhounds, City/State where each Greyhound lives, and the Name(s) of the Adopter(s) if 
not you. 

 
 

We will use as many photos as possible, if not all - - - depending on you!  There have been hundreds of 
greyt photos posted to the GFFL’s Facebook page, so I hope you’ll consider sending those photos to 
Barbara. 
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GFFL Contact Information 
 
Emergency Lost & Found             1-800-GHOUNDS 
  
Adoptions/Health Issues – Barbara Judson    510-525-3844 
 
Alameda – Julie Carroll      510-434-0701 
 
Contra Costa – Barbara Judson     510-525-3844 
 
Marin – Betsy McGee      415-925-1314 
 
Peninsula – Bonnie Amiot      650-359-6262 
 
Santa Clara/San Jose – Laurie Appling    408-462-9147   
 
Santa Cruz, Monterey Counties – Michele Czaja  831-659-9225 
 
Sacramento/Auburn – Mary Lynne Strupp   916-879-5918 
 
Napa/Solano – Deb Chadbourne-Dennis   707-372-9555 
 
Sonoma – Lisa Pinto                 707-792-9288 
 
Northern California – Nora Star     707-277-9167 
 
Change of Address/                  mbczaja@comcast.net or 831-659-9225 
 
GFFL Website                         www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org 
  
 

Giving 
 
If you are planning on giving, GFFL is a 501c3 organization, Tax ID 20-5323161, and your donation is 
tax-deductible.  If you would like to donate to GFFL, you can: 
 
1) Mail a check made out to GFFL to Greyhound Friends for Life, PO Box 549, Fulton, CA 95439-

8861.   
2) Donate through Pay Pals at http://www.greyhoundfriendsforlife.org.  
3) Some employers match employee giving.  If you have forms that GFFL needs to complete to 

enable employer matching, please contact Barbara Judson at bajudson@gmail.com.   
 
In advance, thank you so much! 
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New Adoptions!  Congratulations! 

 
 

GFFL  
154 Ford Rd 
Carmel Valley, CA 93924 

Melissa & Robert Amos  Rayna 
Ann & Dennis Appel   Roman 
Patty Arnold    Ella 
Howard Blake    Monkey 
Ashley & Cameron Boulton  Ruby 
Kathleen & Bill Bray   Holly 
Judy & Jon Cabarrus   Gracie 
Judie & Scott Carter   Paris 
Judith Huang & Chuck Comey Trinie 
Norman Crainie   Lady 
Michele Cruz    Bora 
Bob & Gornice  Cuneo  Lady 
Lisa Curtis & Marc Ceniceros  Floyd 
Brendan Darsie   Stanley 
Deb & Lyman Dennis   Laddie 
Joan Dermody   Billie 
Marcy MacDonald & Robert Dodds Ted 
Kathy Eastman   Kaye  
Susan & Rob Eggleston  Rowan 
Marilyn Finch    Vinnie  
Heather Fox & Martin Britt  Lagertha 
Jean Trenbeath & Jonathan Fu Logan 
Paula Garcia    Cole 
Paula Garcia    Molly 
Becky & Dan Gemignani  Vonna 
Becky & Dan Gemignani  Trace 
Monika Gervais & Leo Carlino  Flower 
Michele & Carl Hangee-Bauer Pepe 
Joyce Hawley    Frances 
Sarah & Jacob Holland  Noodles 
Annette & Scott Ingram  Jenny 
Lynda & Adam Jardine  Burt 
Lynda & Adam Jardine  Margo 
Lynda & Adam Jardine  Drew 
Barbara and David Johnson  Elvis 
Barbara Judson   Zosie 
Barbara Judson   Babu 
Barbara Judson   Bond 
Joyce Lively & Ronald Kardon Yuli 
Tara & Gauran Khetrapal  Bodhi 
Melissa & Jon Kjartansson  Terry 
Erik Klein & Steve Viney   Drew 
Deanna Koster    Shadow 
Judy & Bern Lannan   Vienna 
Kamara & Dianne Larry  Kenny 
Anette & Bernard Lecocq  Dream 
Kara Lu    Onyx 
 

Anne Luca & Adam Jacobson Mya 
Amy & David Lyons   Brett 
Amy & David Lyons   Layla 
Taniuska Marin    Pearl 
Susan Mark    Casey 
Wendy Masten   Catie 
Virginia & Jeffrey May   Bruno 
Sue & Julius Mayerchak  Jesse 
Nadine & Brent McKoy  Odie 
Raechelle Medellin   Waylon 
Cathie Merkel    Eeyore 
Tina Hank & Jim Mezzera  Fire 
Sophia & Robert Mitchell  Gracie 
Paula Moledo & Thomas Lovold Fiesta 
Kate Monroe & Gabe Westheimer Dominic 
Kate Monroe & Gabe Westheimer Talia 
Al Morales    Thibadaux 
Marcy Nakasuka & Andre Araujo Youlia 
Cordelia & Mike Naumann  Grey 
Lillian Nelson    Bobby 
Rachel O'Brien    Efram 
Marni & Samir Parmar   Ruskin 
Amanda & Brandon Pasterski  Oscar 
Lisa & Brad Pfeifer   Tara 
Marjie & Paul Pleiss   Juneau 
Ilene & Jim Reeve   Omar 
Katherine & John Reynolds  Sophie 
Mary & Ross Riesche   Gabby 
Carol Roberts    Oasis 
Jillanne Royce    Veno 
Sarah Salzmann   Tess 
Jen Scangos & Travis Manfredi Jenny 
Joan & Erik Schoengart  Ricky 
Sharyl Seim & Paul Schnur  Lucy 
Sharyl Seim & Paul Schnur  Hank 
Jill Shepard & Fred Hempel  Niza 
Susan Sherry    Hedwig 
Eileen & Phil Slattery   Lauris 
Kerstin Feindert & Brian Sytsma Rose 
Linda & Rich Torres   Fred 
Irene Traynor    Tommy 
Jennifer & David Trinkle  Calisto 
Elizabeth VonGunten   Bertie 
Bridgette & Brendt Wallace  Pip 
Brenda Wellman   Cassie 
Mary Wildavsky   Zoey 
Christine & Frank Yarmer  Lena 
Von Zimmer    Valerie 


